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Preface

Post-war Japan saw promotion of industry, provision of trans-
port networks, urban environmental improvement, structural
reform of farming and forestry, housing policies such as encour-
aging home ownership, promotion of urban and regicnal devel-
cpment and the second largest GDP among industrially
advanced nations. Rapid economic growth went hand-in-hand
with suburban sprawl, mass consumptiion, vertical society,
spread of individualism and depletion of resources, leading to
global warming and attendant environmental problems. Japan’ s
population peaked in 2005, and by 2050 will be approximatsly
three-quarters of its current level, the elderly comprising over
40%, and aging a significant social and urban problem.From a
modern society with prerequisite of continuous economic
growth, sense of values is changing to low-carbon society that
addresses reduction of CQOz emissions and shrinking population
issues,

Approximately half Japan’ s carbon emissions are due urban
activities. Urban strategies to mitigate warming are important.
Rather than appealing to individual citizens at a national-level, it
is more effective to set up environmental strategies at the mu-
nicipal management level, with mutual cooperation between
administrative authorities and citizens. Given mutually agreed
images of the city of 2050 towards which road maps can be
made, urban environmental strategies can be appropriately
phased; the route for getting there thought out comprehensively.

Five representative cities have been selected as case studies
for addressing problems envisaged in 2050, while creating
attractive urban environments with attention to local culiure. The
research objectives are to indicate practical methods for putting
environmental policies into practice. Having reached a con-
sensus on the principles and framework of ideal low carbon
cities and thoroughly analyzed the research context, four sub-
themes were selected: urban structure, architecture, people’ s
livelihoods and simulation techniques. The outcomes for each
sub-theme have been collated as a synthesis of methodologies
with general applicability, providing a starting peint for further
research and discussion, for putting environmental policy into
practice, and for regenerating provincial cities so that they flour-
ish.

Ben Nakamura (Research Representative, professor at Kogakuin University)
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Afterword

On the 11th of March, 2011, just before the conclusion of this
research project, Japan experienced the terrible disaster of
the Great East Japan Earthquake, followed by a devastating
tsunami and a nuclear crisis. One month later, thirteen
thousand people are reported dead, fourteen thousand are
missing and over a hundred and fifty thousand are living in
temporary shelters. At this time, we pray for the victims, that
they be consoled, and that every effort be made to help them
recover their livelihoods.

It seems appropriate to append “disaster prevention in cities “
as Guideline 14, bearing in mind that most of the methodolo
-gies itemized in this research can be effective in the case of
disasters, and the change in sense of values can be regarded
as particularly relevant.

Additional Item 14: Strengthen community planning against disasters and to raise public awareness of disaster prevention.
- BAKEBORELMBLERIFTENILEZEEL, HBOEREZEELLGAL, N—FEY T FOFEEZREELTARETFLIILICEEE
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Comprehensively strengthen disaster prevention measures at the town planning and management level, both “soft” and “hard”, and integrate
them into zoning and community planning in a manner that respects local character and spirit.
CBERGEFREOKEOLRLZOFREL>AYITL, KBLALIEDORKRE Y —URIICITS, BEHEZERCERGH - )L— -
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Strengthen prediction of sudden disasters and secondary disasters such as tidal waves, and plan countermeasures for different zones

depending on the scale of the disaster.

- KEHEOFACH L. ZOBIBOERBHERFFE. ABBHERY FT—02H0h LOHBARALEELEIYET S,
Ensure that town planning and management is already integrated with human networks, so as to hasten the response to disaster prediction

and enhance the subsequent phasing of the rehabilitation process
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